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We know that charities and community groups are always thinking about how they adapt
and sustain their services to provide help and support to those in need across County
Durham.

It is our aim to support organisations with funding advice by promoting all funding
opportunities as they arise through our website, news bulletins, social media channels and
through the continued operation of our dedicated Information, Advice and Guidance
service offer.

In this guide we will provide a short introduction to capital funders, helping you to choose which funds
best meet your needs and the needs of those you are supporting.

This guide is not an exhaustive list, there are other funds available and new funds are regularly released.

We will endeavour to keep the information in this guide as accurate as possible and respond to updates
from funders as quickly as possible.

What can | do now!?

Scenario planning and risk management are useful activities that help trustee boards to plan for an
unpredictable future by considering what needs to be put in place to build on existing services or help
consider how to adapt the way you work to best meet the changing needs of your beneficiaries.

Financial planning is also important, and funders might ask to see your organisational budgets and so
thorough preparation of actual and projected income and expenditure as you shape your funding
strategy is key.

Our training and information sessions focusing on recovery and resilience are available online and more
information can be found here

We have identified a list of funders below who regularly provide capital grants and other funding to
voluntary and community organisations in our region. Please note these funds are constantly under
review and we recommend checking the individual funders’ websites regularly for the latest information
and updates.


https://www.durhamcommunityaction.org.uk/current-training-and-events

Ballinger Charitable Trust

Ballinger Charitable Trust give grants to charitable causes working with younger and/or older people in
the North East.

BBC Children in Need

BBC Children in Need is the leading independent funders for children and young people in the UK.
Through their grant making and wider work, they aim to create lasting, positive change across the UK
for the children and young people who need them most.

Believe Housing

Believe Housing have community funding which supports projects that make a real difference to people’s
lives and wellbeing. Funding is open to applications from projects within the areas Believe Housing
operates in County Durham.

Bernard Sunley Foundation

Bernard Sunley Foundation is a family grant-making foundation which supports charities in England and
Wales working to raise the quality of life and provide greater opportunities for the young, the elderly,
the disabled and the disadvantaged. Their grants focus on capital projects.

BIFFA Award

Biffa Award gives grants to community projects near landfill sites to build communities and transform
lives. You need to be in an eligible geographical area checked on their website.

Catherine Cookson Charitable Trust

The Catherine Cookson Charitable Trust awards grants in the areas of education and training,
environment and conservation, arts and culture and general charitable purposes. The trustees prefer
projects which involve or are directed towards capital expenditure.

Coalfields Regeneration Trust

Coalfields Regeneration Trust has a variety of programmes and funding opportunities in England focused
on improving their three key themes: health and wellbeing, employment and skills. Their programmes
and funding are delivered in their eligible coalfield areas which include some areas of County Durham.

Community Foundation Tyne & Wear and Northumberland

Community Foundation Tyne & Wear and Northumberland award grants to support a wide range of
causes in Tyne & Wear and Northumberland, and across North East England. The grants come from
nearly 300 different funds set up by their donors. You can apply as an organisation or as an individual.

Community Ownership Fund

The Government is providing £150 million over 4 years to support community groups in England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to take ownership of assets and amenities at risk of being lost.
Voluntary and community groups can bid for funding to acquire important assets and run them for the
benefit of the local community. The Fund will run until March 2025.

Durham County Council — Area Action Partnerships

Each of the 14 Area Action Partnerships (AAPs) in County Durham have a budget for local projects and
investments, in addition to Neighbourhood Budgets which each county councillor has to use for local
initiatives, informed by the AAPs.


https://www.ballingercharitabletrust.org.uk/
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/grants/apply/
https://www.believehousing.co.uk/in-your-neighbourhood/believe-housing-community-grants/
https://bernardsunley.org/
https://www.biffa-award.org/
https://catherinecookson.com/
https://www.coalfields-regen.org.uk/funding-and-programmes/england/
https://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/apply/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-ownership-fund-prospectus
https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/1960/About-AAPs

Foyle Foundation

The Foyle Foundation is an independent grant making trust that distributes grants to UK based
registered charities and schools. The Foundation awards funding in three main areas: arts and learning
charities predominantly via the main grants scheme, small charities of all descriptions via the small grants
scheme and state funded schools predominantly via the Foyle school library scheme. The Foyle
Foundation completes its grant giving programme in 2025.

Garfield Weston Foundation

The Garfield Weston Foundation is a family founded grant-maker that gives money to support a wide
range of charities across the UK that make a positive difference working in different sectors. These
include welfare, youth, community, environment, education, health, arts, heritage and faith.

Karbon Homes — Community Funding

Karbon Homes have a Community Investment Fund and welcome applications from not-for-profit
organisations and schools. The grants aim to support projects that make a real difference to people’s
lives and wellbeing within the communities in which they work.

Key Fund

Key Fund provide social investment to organisations, enabling growth and sustainability for communities
most in need. They provide flexible loans and grants to help enterprises start up, become sustainable
and grow.
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Livin are a housing provider that has community funding for projects that will help tenants and the
communities they live in. They are particularly interested in projects that will help with financial
inclusion and making your community safer, greener, healthierand more sustainable.

National Lottery Heritage Fund

The National Lottery Heritage Fund provide different levels of funding to heritage of all shapes and sizes.
Their grants range from £10,000 up to £10 million.

Northstar Ventures

Northstar Ventures provide early-stage venture capital and impact investments to entrepreneurs with
big ideas. They have a range of funds and programmes available.

Point North

Point North (formerly County Durham Community Foundation) is a local grant-making foundation that
awards grants from the many funds established by their donors to try to make a lasting difference in
local communities. They do this by matching your application wherever they can to the most
appropriate fund available at the time. They provide grants for groups, individuals and families in need.


http://www.foylefoundation.org.uk/
https://garfieldweston.org/
https://www.karbonhomes.co.uk/customer-area/my-community/community-funding/
https://thekeyfund.co.uk/apply/
https://www.livin.co.uk/community/community-funding/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding
https://www.northstarventures.co.uk/funds
https://pointnorth.org.uk/grants/

Sir James Knott Trust

Sir James Knott Trust support charitable activity in Tyne & Wear, Northumberland, County Durham
and Hartlepool by making grants to organisations. They operate on a rolling programme.

Screwfix Foundation

Screwfix Foundation currently offers local registered charities and not-for-profit organisations funding
up to the region of £5,000 to support projects that improve, repair and maintain homes and community
facilities used by those in need throughout the UK.

Sport England

Sport England invest National Lottery and public money to help people play sport and take part in
physical activity. They have a range of funding programmes available.

Suez Communities Fund

The Suez Communities Fund supports community and environmental projects through the Landfill
Communities Fund, distributing funds contributed by SUEZ Recycling and Recovery UK. You need to be
in an eligible geographical area checked on their website.

The Clothworkers Foundation

The Clothworkers’ Foundation improves the lives of people and communities — particularly those facing
disadvantage and marginalization — through grant-making. The Foundation awards capital grants to
charities registered in the UK or not-for-profit organisations working across their ten areas of priority
defined in its Open Grants programme.

The National Lottery Community Fund Awards for All

This programme offers funding from £300 to £20,000 and can support your project for up to two years.

Eligible projects will need to do at least one of these things: bring people together to build strong
relationships in and across communities, improve the places and spaces that matter to communities
help more people to reach their potential, by supporting them at the earliest possible stage
support people, communities and organisations facing more demands and challenges because of the
cost-of-living crisis.

The National Lottery Community Fund Reaching Communities

The Reaching Communities programme offers a larger amount of funding (over £20,000). The fund
supports projects and organisations which aim to build strong relationships in and across communities,
improve the places and spaces that matter to communities and help more people to reach their
potential, by supporting them at the earliest possible stage.

Veolia Environmental Trust

Veolia Environmental Trust support community and environmental projects across England through the
Landfill Communities Fund using money provided to them by Veolia. You need to be in an eligible
geographical area which can be checked on the website.


http://knott-trust.co.uk/
https://www.screwfix.com/help/screwfixfoundation
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds
https://grantscape.org.uk/fund/suez-communities-fund/suez-communities-fund-england/
https://www.clothworkersfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/national-lottery-awards-for-all-england
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/reaching-communities-england
https://www.veoliatrust.org/funding/

Training and Events

Durham Community Action offer a range of fully funded online training workshops including a
‘Completing a Funding Application — Bring your Project to Life session which covers understanding the
basics of applying for grant funding and how to link your project to a funder’s criterion. Visit our
Training webpage to find out more.

Funding Searches

Durham County Council manage a funding portal called Durham4Community for community groups
which you can sign up to for free. It allows you to search for funding schemes available to your group,
apply for funding and get advice on producing your funding application.

Durham Community Action Funding Top Tips

Before starting your application, please read through our ‘top tips’ to make sure that you have all of the
information you need and that you have a plan before you contact them.

Always check the funder’s exclusions list

Make sure you meet the funder’s priorities/criteria

Be clear and concise

Only provide information you have been asked for Most funders will ask for your
governing document and bank account details

Be clear about why your project is needed and who will benefit from it
Know your outcomes and what difference your project will make
Provide an accurate budget

Complete application forms fully and accurately

Get someone else to read your application before you send it

0 Meet funders deadlines and timescales
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How Durham Community Action can help

Durham Community Action will support in any way we can in order to help organisations access the
funding and advice they need. We are happy to talk through funding opportunities and help shape
applications alongside our usual funding advice which includes our ‘Critical Friend’ service where we will
read through your application before you submit it to make sure it is clear and concise.

Further Support Available

Our friendly staff at Durham Community are here to provide information, advice and guidance
so don’t hesitate to get in touch!
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Website: www.durhamcommunityaction.org.uk



https://www.durhamcommunityaction.org.uk/current-training-and-events
https://www.idoxopen4community.co.uk/durhamcc
mailto:info@durhamcommunityaction.org.uk
http://www.durhamcommunityaction.org.uk/

